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Thomas Jefferson to Juan N. de Quesada, March 10,

1791, from the Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO THE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA J. MSS. (QUESADA)

Philadelphia, March 10, 1791.

Sir, —We have received with great satisfaction, notification of the orders of his Catholic

Majesty, not to permit that persons, held in slavery within the United States, introduce

themselves as free persons into the Province of Florida. The known justice of his Majesty

and his Government was a certain dependence to us, that such would be his will. The

assurances your Excellency has been pleased to give us of your friendly dispositions,

leave us no doubt you will have faithfully executed a regulation so essential to harmony

and good neighborhood. As a consequence of the same principles of justice and

friendship, we trust that your Excellency will permit, and aid the recovery of persons of the

same description, who have heretofore taken refuge within your Government. The bearer

hereof is authorized to wait on your Excellency to confer on this subject, and to concur in

such arrange-

-ments as you shall approve for the recovery of such fugitives.

I beg you to be assured that no occasion shall be neglected of proving our dispositions

to reciprocate these principles of justice and friendship, with the subjects of his Catholic

Majesty, and that you will be pleased to accept the homage of those sentiments of respect
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and esteem, with which I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient, and most humble

servant.


